
 
 

Senator Feinstein Requests Explanation from Bush Administration for Cuts to 
HIV/AIDS Funding in California 

April 6, 2004 
 

Washington, DC – U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif. is calling on Tommy Thompson, 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, to provide justification for $8.4 
million reductions in funding for HIV/AIDS programs in California.   

 
San Francisco and Los Angeles will be particularly hard hit with cuts of $4.1 million and more 

than $3 million, respectively, severely impacting their ability to serve patients in those regions. 
 
The text of the letter Senator Feinstein sent to Secretary Thompson follows: 
 
“I am writing to express my strong concern about the $8.4 million in reductions in Ryan 

White CARE Act Title I awards for eligible metropolitan areas (EMAs) in California.  Seven of 
the nine EMAs in California experienced reductions in their Title I awards and two EMAs, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, experienced the largest dollar reductions of any EMA in the United 
States.  The reduction in the award for the Riverside-San Bernardino County EMA resulted in 
the lowest allocation of Title I funds per estimated living AIDS case of any of the fifty-one eligible 
jurisdictions in the country.  These reductions will have a devastating impact on Californians 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

 
San Francisco was one of the first epicenters of the AIDS epidemic and continues to be 

one of the hardest hit areas in the country.  With an estimated 23,000 people living with 
HIV/AIDS, the San Francisco EMA has the highest per capita rate of total AIDS cases, the third 
highest number of total AIDS cases, the fifth largest number of people living with AIDS, and the 
tenth highest rate of new AIDS cases in the nation. 

 
I am told that San Francisco will be forced to cut 1,171 hours of treatment adherence 

services, 8,900 congregate meals, 1,779 dental procedures, and numerous other life-sustaining 
services as a result of the $4.1 million in cuts to their Title I award. 

 
The situation in Los Angeles County is similarly troubling.  With an estimated 54,000 

people living with HIV/AIDS, the Los Angeles EMA has more people living with HIV/AIDS that 
any jurisdiction other than New York City.  I am told that the Los Angeles County’s competitive 
grant application was very favorably reviewed and ranked fourth among the fifty-one eligible 
jurisdictions.  Despite this, the allocation of funds to Los Angeles County was reduced by more 
than $3 million.  This reduction in funds will result in a reduction of approximately 8 percent of 
the 24,500 individuals currently receiving care and will cause life-threatening delays in service 

   



for the approximately 1,500 new individuals expected to seek HIV/AIDS care and treatment 
services this year. 

 
I am grateful that improved access to care and increasingly effective HIV treatments have 

resulted in a decline in deaths among persons living with HIV/AIDS.  However, fewer deaths and 
increasing rates of infection mean there are more people living with HIV/AIDS and, 
consequently, more people in need of Ryan White CARE Act services than ever before. 

 
I respectfully ask that you provide a response to my concerns.  Specifically, I am seeking a 

detailed explanation of the methodology used to calculate the supplemental award. I would like 
to know the scores of the applications from Title I jurisdictions and the relationship between 
scores and funding amounts.   

 
I hope that we can work together to identify other funds within the Department of Health 

and Human Services to help offset these cuts and prevent reductions in vital health services for 
people living with HIV/AIDS in California. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of this critical matter.  I look forward to working with 

you to ensure that people living with HIV/AIDS in California have access to the Ryan White 
CARE services they need to stay healthy.” 
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