Senator Feinstein Urges Californians to be Aware that Generic
Drug Prices Vary Greatly From Pharmacy to Pharmacy

- Consumers should be on the lookout for better deals when shopping for their medications -
May 8, 2006

Washington, DC — U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) is urging consumers to be
aware that different pharmacies charge dramatically different prices for the same generic drugs.
The Senator is urging Californians to take this fact into account when making decisions on where
to buy when budgeting for their medication costs.

“I sent my staff out to compare generic drug prices in pharmacies all across
California over the past few weeks, and the differences in the prices pharmacies are
charging for the same drugs astounds me,” Senator Feinstein said. “At a time when so many
people are struggling to stay afloat amid soaring healthcare costs, doing a little price
comparison research on local pharmacies is an easy way for consumers to cut down on the
amount of money they spend on medications.”

After seeing media reports about the great disparity in drug prices, Senator Feinstein
recently sent her California staff out to investigate prices at pharmacies in regions across the
state including San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose, Sacramento, Redding, Los Angeles, Riverside,
and San Diego.

The survey found that the price of commonly used generic prescription drugs, such as
Albuterol, which is prescribed for asthma, can vary as much as $36 from pharmacy to pharmacy.
The Senator’s staff visited a wide variety of pharmacies, from family owned drug stores to large
discount retailers, to collect their data. The survey was conducted April 17-28, 2006, and drug
prices are subject to change. Following is a chart detailing the pricing patterns among the
pharmacies Senator Feinstein’s staff visited:

Top 10 Most Utilized Generic Prescription Drugs

Albuterol Alprazolam Amoxicillin Atenolol Furosemide

90 MCG 0.5 MG 500 MG 50 MG 40 MG
17 GM Inhaler 30 caps 30 caps 30 caps 30 caps




Infections of

Prescribed to Anxiety the ear, nose, Hyper- Hyper-
treat: Bronchospasm disorder throat tension tension
Costco (SF) $8.79 $8.19 $5.29 $3.49 $4.99
San Walgreens (SF) $29.99 $14.49 $22.99 $13.99 $11.99
Central Drug
Francisco Store (SF) $19.00 $13.00 $22.00 $13.50 $10.50
Target (L.A) $16.49 $8.49 $11.99 $8.99 $7.99
Sav-On (L.A) $27.59 $14.59 $19.99 $13.69 $11.69
Costco (Culver
Los City) $8.59 $8.19 $4.79 $3.49 $4.09
Angeles Rite Aid (L.A)) $22.99 $16.99 $18.99 $13.99 $10.99
Walgreens
(L.A) $29.99 $14.99 $22.99 $13.99 $11.99
Longs
(Brentwood) $25.95 $14.95 $19.95 $13.95 $11.95
Costco (San
Jose) $8.59 $8.91 $4.79 $3.49 $3.49
Walgreens (San
San Jose Jose) $29.99 $14.49 $22.99 $13.99 $11.99
S.J. Pharm. (San
Jose) $26.00 NA $17.00 NA $5.00
Costco
(Richmond) $8.59 $8.91 $4.79 $3.49 $3.49
Walgreens (EI
Oakland Cerrito) $29.99 $14.49 $22.99 $13.99 $11.99
Rexall (El
Sobrante) $44.70 $13.05 $15.60 $13.45 $10.90
Costco
(Sacramento) $8.59 $8.91 $6.49 $3.49 $3.49
Walgreens
Sacramento (Sacramento) $29.99 $14.49 $22.99 $13.99 $11.99
Kim's
(Sacramento) $19.50 $13.50 $15.50 $8.45 $9.50
Costco (San
San Diego) $6.79 $8.19 $5.29 $3.49 $3.49
Target (San
Diego Diego) $16.49 $9.99 $11.99 $8.99 $7.99
Sav-On (San
Diego) $27.99 $12.69 $17.69 $13.99 $11.69
Costco(Moreno
Valley) $7.00 $8.91 $5.29 $3.49 NA
Target
Riverside (Riverside) $16.49 $9.99 $11.99 $8.99 $7.99




Sav-On
(Riverside) $27.69 $14.69 $19.99 $13.69 $11.69
Costco
(Redding) $9.99 $8.19 $4.79 $3.49 $3.69
Walgreens
Redding (Redding) $29.99 $14.49 $22.99 $13.99 $11.99
Frank's
(Redding) $13.05 $8.05 $19.50 $8.65 $6.30
Hydrocodone
Hydrochlorothiazide /APAP Levothyroxine Lisinopril Metformin
25 MG 10-500 MG 100 MG 10 MG 500 MG
30 caps 30 caps 30 caps 30 caps 30 caps
Hypoglycemia
Prescribed type 2
to treat: Hypertension Pain relief Hypothyroidism | Hypertension diabetes
Costco (SF) $3.49 $10.99 $10.99 $6.19 $4.09
Walgreens
San (SF) $11.99 $26.99 $15.89 $22.99 $17.99
Central Drug
Francisco Store (SF) $10.50 $15.50 $17.00 $17.00 $14.50
Target (L.A) $7.99 $22.49 $14.49 $21.99 $14.49
Sav-On
(L.A) $10.99 $26.69 $15.69 $22.99 $20.69
Costco
Los (Culver City) $3.69 $10.99 $7.89 $7.29 $4.09
Rite Aid
Angeles (LA) $9.99 $18.99 $16.99 $25.99 $23.99
Walgreens
(LA) $11.99 $26.99 $15.89 $22.99 $17.99
Longs
(Brentwood) $9.95 $29.95 $14.95 $22.95 $21.95
Costco (San
Jose) $3.49 $7.39 $7.89 $6.19 $5.49
Walgreens
San Jose (San Jose) $11.99 $26.99 $15.89 $22.99 $17.99
S.J. Pharm
(San Jose) $13.00 NA $11.00 $34.00 $25.00
Costco
(Richmond) $3.49 $7.39 $7.89 $6.19 $5.49
Walgreens
Oakland (El Cerrito) $11.99 $26.99 $15.89 $22.99 $17.99
Rexall (El
Sobrante) $8.95 $29.30 $15.45 $25.25 $21.60




Costco

(Sacramento) $3.49 $10.99 $7.89 $6.29 $6.99
Walgreens

Sacramento | (Sacramento) $11.99 $26.99 $15.89 $22.99 $17.99
Kim's
(Sacramento) $8.55 $19.00 $12.50 $17.50 $12.35
Costco (San

San Diego) $3.49 $15.59 $7.57 $6.29 $4.09
Target (San

Diego Diego) $7.99 $18.99 $14.49 $21.99 $14.49
Sav-On (San
Diego) $10.99 $21.69 $15.69 $22.99 $20.69
Costco
(Moreno
Valley) NA NA NA NA NA
Target

Riverside (Riverside) $7.99 $18.99 $14.49 $21.99 $14.49
Sav-On
(Riverside) $10.99 $26.69 $15.69 $22.99 $20.69
Costco
(Redding) $3.49 $10.09 $8.29 $18.19 $5.59
Walgreens

Redding (Redding) $11.99 $26.99 $15.89 $22.99 $17.99
Frank's
(Redding) $5.90 $21.60 $12.70 $19.95 $11.05
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